genus definition, it sufficed to characterize the genus. With 'Thoracis aculei quator' Rondani referred to the pair of metapleural spines present in all Diopsidae and the pair of supra-alar spines only present in Teleopsis, while 'scutelli duo' referred to the scutellar spines present in all Diopsidae. Some confusion was caused by Cobiopsis latifascia (Brunetti 1928c) , which has a pair of intra-alar spines and which, due to its six thoracic spines, was originally placed in Teleopsis (see Feijen 1989) . Frey (1928) 
Diagnosis
Small to large diopsids with small to extremely large eye stalks; bipartite arista;  varying from very short to long, sometimes spinous;  varying from short to long, base of  varying from small elevation to long, stalk-like cone; facial sulcus present; facial teeth present or absent; precoxal bridge present; supra-alar spines present, intra-alar spines absent; scutal bristles absent; scutellum dorsally flat or convex, scutellar spines strong and curved, apical bristle small to medium-sized (half the length of the spine); metapleural spines small to medium-sized, posterolaterally directed; front femora very slender to strongly incrassate, with two rows of tubercles along most of ventral side; femora without apical spurs; mid tibiae with two small subapical bristles; alula absent, sixth vein not extending beyond anal cell, fifth vein extending beyond posterior crossvein but not reaching wing margin, wing varying from irrorate to hyaline with brown bands, glabrous basal area varying from small to large; abdomen strongly clavate, slender basal section long, syntergum consisting of terga 1, 2 and 3, seam between terga 2 and 3 usually indistinct; base of sternum 1 in varying degrees fused to syntergum, other sterna rather narrow and medially located; spiracle 1 in tergum or in sclerotized area between tergum and sternum; between sterna 1 and 2 a small band-like sclerite; female sterna 5, 6 and 7 usually single sclerites (sometimes one or more are medially divided); female terga 7 and sterna 7 in some species connected via basal sclerotized band; female terga 8 and sterna 8 both consisting of two sclerites; female spiracle 7 usually in membrane; male spiracle 7 often in sternum 7+8; three spermathecae with tooth-like ornaments; spermathecal ducts with U-turns near the spermathecae; male sternum 6 absent; gonostyli usually articulated, sometimes fused with periandrium; phallapodeme strongly built; processus longi only running from gonostylus to cercus (processus not distinguishable in species with non-articulate gonostyli); sexual differences in eye span and front femora vary from homomorphy to strong dimorphy (larger mean eye spans and longer and more slender front femora in males).
Teleopsis is characterized as a monophyletic group by the following groundplan conditions which are apomorphous with respect to the groundplan (see 
